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FACTS FOR LONDONERS. 
By Mrs. Caartes MALter. 
II, Water, Gas, Tramways, and Markets. 


It is almost impossible in a short sketch to give any idea 
of the importance, the cogency, and the astounding character 
of the Facts which have been so laboriously collected for us 
in this Pamphlet of fifty-five pages.* The Fabian Society 

uts its finger in turn upon each factor in our social organism 
falas ! this is only to say, on each huge blot in our economic 
system). When the writer tells us that there are one 
million of the men, women, and children of our own city, 
all of whom are worse-housed than is the horse of a prudent 
man ; when he reminds us that by Private Act of Parlia- 
ment our Water Companies are permitted to levy a water 
rate which depends not at all the amount of water 
consumed, but entirely upon whether the house lived in has 
become more fashionable in situation, and thus has risen in 
value—so that there is literally no limit to the possible 
tribute thus leviable upon London in return for the supply 
of an article of prime necessity to its inhabitants. Do we 
not feel ashamed of the careless supineness which has allowed 
us to drift on, up to this time, without striving with all our 
strength to get the present anomalies set right, and must 
we not wonder at our own blindness and want of reflection, 
but for which it might have been long ago perceived that 
there is no reason why a special charge should be made for 
water, any more than for roads, drainage, police, or other 
services ? 

The price which Londoners pay for gas, heavy as 
it is, is at any rate less exorbitant than that paid 
for water, and yet the profit of the Gas Companies is 
so large that huge salaries and pensions are paid, and 
unn renewals executed, merely to avoid re- 
turning a larger surplus than the present sum. 
When we realise that one hundred and sixty-eight different 
towns and villages own their gas works, and supply gas 
without the intervention of any middleman to TOrl,139 
consumers, (nearly half of the whole number in the kingdom) 
is it not time that the citizens of the largest city in the 
world should own their gas works—and, following the 
example of Manchester, should supply gas at a reasonable 
price, should provide for the fair treatment of the 10,000 
gas stokers in London, and should realise a profit which 
could be devoted to local improvements or to some other 
equally important object ? 

But if the householders of London are to be pitied for 
being thus plundered, for the sum extorted from them— 
what shall be said of her slaves?—of the 4,000 tram- 
way drivers, conductors, horsekeepers, and labourers, 
working London’s 940 licensed tramcars, who are among 
the hardest worked, most cruelly treated, and worst 
paid of her wage slaves, sixteen hours work for 4s. 
wage being no uncommon day’s record, whilst Sundays or 
other holidays are known to them only as times of extra 
traffic. Pulpit and Press equally fail to induce the tramway 
shareholders to forego a quarter per cent. of their dividends. 
Here, again, are not the citizens of London in fault? In 
thirty-one provincial municipalities and urban districts of 
Great Britain the local authority itself owns the local tram- 
ways. The Huddersfield Town Council obtained statutory 
power in 1882 to work its own tramways, and has done so 
with marked success. The Liverpool Corporation obtained 
similar statutory power in 1889, but has not yet taken over 
its lines. 

And here, in this worst abuse, we have an opportunity. 
The moment has come, as the writer points out, of repairing 
our omissions. “The Tramway Companies only received their 
concessions on condition that the local authority should have 
power to take over the whole concern at the expiration of 
twenty-one years from the time when the promoters were 
empowered to construct the line in each case, upon pay- 
ment only of the actual value of the stock and plant. The 


* An exhaustive collection of statistical and other facts relating to 
the Metropolis (with tions for reform on Socialist principles), 
published by the Fabian Society. 
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first Companies complete this period, as regards y : 
lines, in 1891; and it is time that the Counal b Selene 
consider the matter. Only a portion of the lines could™be 
compulsorily taken over at a time, as the twenty-one ars’ 

expires at different dates for different lengths of line. 

But the County Council, first imitating Huddersfield 
and Liverpool in obtaining statutory power to work 
its own lines, could easily negotiate with the Com- 
panies. Assuming that as much as £2,500,000 had 
eventually to be paid to acquire the whole lines, the interest 
on this addition to the Council’s debt would only be some 
£75,000 a year, as compared with £185,000 now paid tothe 
share and bond holders, irrespective of the saving caused by 
unification of management of the eleven competing under- 
takings. This difference of £110,000 represents nearly a 
penny in the pound on the London rates. Placed at the 

i of the County Council, it might mean a reduction 
of the hours of the labour of our ‘tram slaves’ to a maxi- 
mum of eight hours per day.” We have only space to notice 
one more instance of the vast abuses and the waste which 
arise from monopoly and from competition :— 

“For market accommodation the greatest city in the 
world has to depend on two unrepresentative and sectional 
public authorities, three philanthropists, and two private 
monopolists, feebly supplemented by a few insignificant 

ed ‘street markets.’ Out of the total market revenue, 
moreover, the Duke of Bedford draws at least fifteen 
thousand pounds a year from Covent Garden ; and Sir Julian 
Goldsmid, M.P., a clear five thousand pounds a year, net 
rental, from his monopoly of the right to hold a market in 
Spital Square.” 

It is the same lesson which is taught us everywhere. 
Individualism, competition, selfish and unrestricted, at the 
root of all our miseries, 


(To be continued.) 


A LADIES HOME RULE DINNER PARTY. 


A vinneER of a novel nature was given on the 12th inst. 
by Mrs. John Hollond, of Upper Berkeley Street. Amongst 
those present were Margaret Lady Sandhurst, Lady 
Hobhouse, Hon. Mrs. Leigh, Lady Davey, Lady Stevenson, 
Mrs. Chas. Roundell, Mrs. Frederic Harrison, Mrs. Albert 
Rutson, Mrs. Lockwood, Mrs. Frederic Maude, Mrs, 
Causton, Mrs. Courtenay Ilbert, Mrs. Yates Thompson, Mrs. 
Gully, Miss Shaw Lefevre, Miss Mundella, and Mrs. Bryce. 
Mrs. Hollond subsequently held an “ At Home,” which was 
very largely attended by the husbands and friendsof the ladies 
and by a large crowd of politicians of various views and of 
both sexes. The gathering was specially arranged in the 
absence of Mr. John Hollond (formerly M.P. for Brighton 
and a Unionist in politics), in America and with his entire 
concurrence. It affords a pleasing instance of husbands and 
wives agreeing to differ, and allowing each other full freedom 
in giving practical expression to their own particular bias. 


WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE. 


The following form is being issued by the Editor of “ Women’s 
Suffrage Journal,” Queen’s Chambers, 5, John Dalton 
Street, Manchester. 


WOMEN HOUSEHOLDERS’ DECLARATION. 


We, the undersigned unmarried women and widows, 
possessing qualifications which would entitle men to vote in 
elections for Members of Parliament, declare that we consider 
our exclusion from the privilege an infraction df the 
principle that taxation and representation should go together, 
and we hereby express our desire for an alteration in the 
laws which shall enable such women to exercise the 
Parliamentary franchise if they desire to do so. 


We are requested to state that any women desirous of 
signing can send for forms from the Editor of the Women’s 


' Suffrage Journal or copy out one for themselves, 
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ABOUT WOMEN’S WORK. 


Tue Leeds tailoresses have been unable to come to any 
arrangement with their employers. Miss Isabella O. Ford 
and others went on a deputation to them at the end of last 
week, but with no avail. The fact that it is a slack time for 
tailoresses’ work, is an important featurein the strike, and one 
much against the girls. Miss Ford reports the girls as being 
very firm and standing together loyally, only a very small 
number went in to work again. 

Tne New Review for next month will contain an article by 
Lady Dilke on “Trades Unionism for Women.” After 
giving a history of the women’s movement since its founda- 
tion in 1874, Lady Dilke will deal with some of the problems 
bearing upon the question, which will have to be very shortly 
solved if further progress is to be made. Wonderful strides 
have been made lately, and a much wider circle of people in- 
terested in the movement. Lady Dilke has given so much 
attention to the subject that her paper will no doubt contain 
valuable information upon it. 

Tur stevedores of Newcastle-on-Tyne contemplate forming 
a, Co-operative Society to dispense with middlemen. They 
have already formed a Union for the protection of their 
labour interests. A capital of £1,000 would set them up, as 
they require about £700 for the necessary materials for 
business, and £300 fora wages fund. This they propose 
raising in sharesof ten shillings each. The prospects of 
profit are good, and the more profit sharing industries that 
exist the better. 


Mr. J. W. Davis, of Birmingham, was a Trade Union 
Secretary who had device and resource. He left the town 
for ashort time, and on his return 800 new members joined 
the Union. Mr. Davis said that he was astounded at the 
injustice men would put up with when they were uncon- 
nected with a trade society, and on-the other hand the power 
of resistance which they developed when in combination. 
This is equally true of Women’s Trade Unions. 


Miss S. Lewin, who recently retired from the office of 
Assistant Secretary to the Society for Promoting the Em- 
ployment of Women, had been connected with it for thirty 
years. That her long, earnest, and intelligent service was 
recognised by the presentation of a testimonial, must have 
given pleasure to many of Miss Lewin’s friends. The Society 
was founded in 1859. 


A “ Nurses’ Hore.” has been opened in Percy-street, Tot -. 


tenham Court-road. A roomy old house has been taken and 
fitted up comfortably to make a home for nurses. The charges 
are moderate, and it will probably be successful, as the num- 
ber of women engaged in this occupation is rapidly increas- 
ing. 

In Nebraska a Ladies’ Itinerant Association has been 
formed lately. At Conference times they intend to hold 
meetings, to discuss the manifold duties devolving on the 
wives of ministers and their share inthe work of the church, 
both social and charitable. 


In Buffalo, the Medical College has of late years opened 
its doors to women. Two ladies have taken the junior course 
in pharmacy, and have purchased a drug store, and set up in 
business. Neatness, tact, and exactness are the three essen- 
tials for a successful chemist, und these qualities are largely 
possessed by women. 


A series of lectures are being given to the members of 
the Women’s Co-operative Guild at Chelsea, by Miss Ander- 
son. The third lecture was on the “ Organisation of Labour.” 
Miss Anderson said the efficiency of labour arose from two 
sides—from the side of the labourer and from industrial 
organisation. The individual labourer affects the power of 
labour as to quantity and quality. The quality of labour has 
a physical, mental, and moral side, and industrial arrange- 
ments are all important in bringing about effective conditions 
of labour. The fourth lecture was on the “ Difference be- 
tween Laws of Production and Laws of Distribution.” 


SEVERAL prizes, and other books belonging to the late 
Miss Amy Levy, have been presented by her sister, to the 
Library of the Women’s Trades’ Union Provident League. 
Miss Amy Levy won three prizes in 1875 from the editor of 
Kind Words for competitions—in one case for the best 
definition of a lady, and in another for the best definition of 
heroism. 

Emitre A. Hotyoake, 


THE BRISTOL STRIKE. 
To THe Epitor oF “THE Women’s GAZETTE.” 

Dear Madam,—Will you allow us to bring before your 
readers some facts concerning the 1,400 women workers at 
the Great Western Cotton Factory, Bristol ? A month ago, 
the employées eee, fora return of 10 per cent. on their 
wages all round, which had been taken off when trade was 
bad, about five years ago; (b), that working hours should be 
from 8 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.; (c), that all fines be abolished, and 
that the choice ee payment of doctors be in their own 
hands ; (d), that payment for bobbins, etc., be abolished. 
These demands fairly formulated and presented were 
refused, the manager stating at the time that he would 
rather burn the mill than concede them, afterwards asserting 
his intention of starving the workers into submission. Since 
trade has revived, the percentage has been restored to 
other cotton workers in England, but the wages at the Great 
Western Cotton Factory are in some cases, as low as 5s. per 
week, for women working about 60 hours. Owing to the 
fact that the workers had not previously organised, they are 
entirely dependent on their better paid brothers and sisters 
throughout England for support. The Bristol working men, 
who have long sympathised with them, are unfortunately, 
just now somewhat crippled by the many disorganised strikes 
that have taken place in the city. For the first time in 
Bristol, working men and women are uniting to obtain a fair 
rate of wages. We recognise in this crisis a great opportunity 
for the organisation of women’s labour, and feel that it is of 
the utmost importance that the Cotton Factory operatives 
should be supported in their brave struggle. We trust that 
those of your readers who have the interests of women at 
heart will help with subscriptions, which will be gratefully 
received and acknowledged by 

Yours truly, 
Miriam DanieE.., 7'reasurer. 
HeEtena Born, Secretary. 
Bristol Strike Fund Committee, 
Head Offices :— 
British Workman Coffee House, 
New Street, St. Jude’s, Bristol. 


THE EDUCATION OF BISMARCK. 
Dr. Orro Meyer, in his new history of Gottingen, gives us 
a glimpse into the early student life of Prince Bismarck, 
the stories here being one supposes, better authenticated 
than the somewhat legendary ones which have hitherto hung 
round the early life of the great Chancellor. 

In 1832, Bismarck, a youth of seventeen, entered the 
University of Géttingen, as a student of jurisprudence and 
political science. This University was founded by George 
II., and bore the title of Kénlich Grossbutannisch., 
Hannoverschen, Georg Augustus Universitiit. 

The life of a Gottingen student of that day was of a 
somewhat boisterous character, and young Bismarck seems to 
have taken his full share in its amusement, which seems to 
have been occasionally of a rather serious nature, He is 
known to have fought at least four duels, and played second 
at several others, and yet, as a rule, contriving to escape the 
detection of the authorities, thereby gaining for himself the 
nickname of the “ consummately discreet fox.” His fearless- 
ness, coupled with his conviviality, made him of course a 
great favourite with his fellow students. 

His diligent attendance at lectures gained for him, no 
less, the esteem of his professors. At seven in the morning 
he wasin the class room, attending Heeren’s lectures on 
history and ethnography, at eight Wenelt’s on logic and 
metaphysics, then with a short interval for fencing, those of 
Hugo on jurisprudence. After the midday dinner came 
mathematics followed by hard reading. The Recreation 
came later on as a reaction from the day’s work. 
wii Gottingen, Bismarck went to the University of 

rlin. 


COMING EVENTS. 

A Granp Concert under the auspices of the Chesterfield 
W.L.A. will be given on Friday, November 29th, in the 
Memorial Hall, Chesterfield, under the patro of 

Mrs. Gladstone, Lady Vernon, Lady Sandhurst, y Stevenson, 
Sir Walter and Lady Foster, Sir A. and Lady Hayter, Rt. Hon. A. 
J. and Mrs. Mundella, Alderman T. and Mrs. Bayley, Rt. Hon. 
Earl of Aberdeen, Lord Vernon, Sir F. and Lady Mappin, Sir J. 
and Lady Turney, Hon. B. Coleridge, M.P., Mra. J. E. Ellis, Mrs. 
Cowen, Hon. Canon Freemantle, and others. 


The artistes will include Friulein Gutjahr, Herr Ellen- 
berger, and Mr. John Farmer, of Oxford. 
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ABOUT BOOKS. 


“ Syiviz AND Bruno” is the name of Lewis Carroll’s new 
book ; it is to be illustrated by Furniss, and will no 
doubt be gladly welcomed by children both small and great. 

«TaLes FROM SPENSER,” chosen from the Faerie Queen 
by Sophia H. Maclehose, will find doubtless much favour. 
By means of such books we can give our young people an 
early acquaintance with the masterpieces of our literature. 

Miss AMABEL JENNER has published a series of drawing- 
room plays for children, and Mrs. Hugh Bell has written 
“Thédtre de la Jeunesse,” twelve little French plays for 
the schoolroom and drawing-room. These will be useful for 
the approaching holidays, and the latter may be made a 
pleasant means of improving the French of the young 
scholars. 

Miss Terese H. Deane has written a most comprehensive 
treatise on “ How to be beautiful.” 

Miss Cnartorre M. Yonce’s new tale, “A reputed 

ing,” is an historical story, the events of which take 
lace from the later years of Charles II. to the accession of 
illiam ITT. 

M. Zoxa’s new novel is to be a study after the manner of 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, and is entitled “La Béte 
Humaine.” It will contain detailed description of the 
French railways. 

Mrs. Panton, the able writer on house decoration and 
household management, has written a companion volume to 
her popular and useful “ From Kitchen to Garret, ” entitled 
“ Nooks and Corners.” ; 

Two AMERICAN JOURNALS have reached us, The Woman’s 
Journaland The Woman's Tribune. Both papers are devoted 
to the interests of women, and especially advocate her right 
to the suffrage. 

FRANCE possesses many journals edited by women and 
devoted to their interests. Besides La Citoyenne before 
mentioned in these columns, there are La Fenume, a religious 
journal, L’wnion du Progrés, an humanitarian journal, and 
Causeries Famviliéres, for mothers and daughters. 

WE ARE TO HAVE still more about the author of “ Evelina.” 
Messrs, G. Bell and Sons announce “The early diary of 
Frances Burney, 1768-78, with selections from her corres- 
pondence and from the journals of her sisters, Susan and 
Charlotte Burney.” 

“ Hypatia” by Charles Kingsley (Macmillan and Co.). 
Price sixpence. It is with the greatest pleasure that we 
turn again to an old favourite, now by its cheap form made 
accessible to all. To read a book that is our own property 
and not borrowed from the shelves of the circulating library 
doubles the delight, and those publishers who are bringing 
good literature within the reach of all classes of readers 
deserve the best thanks of the public. ‘ Hypatia” is, as 
most persons know, one of the most remarkable of Kingsley’s 
novels. It is a tale of the fifth century: life in Alexandria 
in the most corrupt days of the Roman empire lives again 
for us in its pages. The luxury of the patricians, the 
corruption in the Church, the degraded condition of the 

-Jews, the people’s love for spectacles and shows, the 
barbarism of the Goths, the doubt and scepticism of 
men who have given up the old beliefs but are not 
quite ready to take up the new, are all vividly 
portrayed on the canvas. Beautiful, earnest, learned 
Hypatia, with her enthusiasm for a dying cause, her belief 
in her own powers, her aristocracy of feeling, if it may be 
so called, is contrasted with Augustine, who speaks to all 
classes of people as if “to and saints.” Pelagia, 
heartless, soulless, ignorant, and wicked, yet capable of love, 
cynical Raphael won to better things by love of a Christian 
girl, erring, human, loving Philammon, interest us deeply 
as we follows their fortunes. ‘“ History repeats itself” is a 
well-known truism, but the repetition is never quite the 
same. What was taking place in the fifth century is taking 
place in the nineteenth—with a difference. In the former 
time it was the old Greek pagan ideas against Christianity, 
to-day it is idealism against materialism. Hypatia was 
begun asaserial in Fraser's Magazine in 1851, and appeared 
as a book in 1853. In a letter to his friend Maurice, 
Kingsley writes thus of it :— My idea in the romance is to 
set forth Christianity as the only really democratic creed, 
and philosophy, above all spiritualism, as the most 
exclusively aristocratic creed.” These words best express 
the aim of the book, but the author never allows his 
purpose to gain the upper hand, and thus all must find 
pleasure in reading it as a pure romance. E. L. 


MUNICIPAL WORK IN YORK. 


THE question so often asked “‘ How can women i 
Municipal Elections” has never yet been rs gp ry 
More experience has to be gained by women, and their 
various methods of work have to be more carefully examined 
and compared before anything like a sati answer 
can be given. Asa contribution to that answer, the follow- 
ing account of the methods employed in York is offered to 
the readers of this journal. 
The city is divided into six Wards, viz. :— 
Bootham, containing 1538 voters, on of whom are women. 


Castlegate, ” 2131 ” ” ” 

Guildhall, 7, 1625 3, 27° 5, 2 

Micklegate,__,, 2080 ,, 278 ‘so $5 

Mo ? ” 1830 ” 306 ” ” 

Walmgate, __,, 2604 +~,, 361 Hn + 
11808 1888 


Each of these Wards is in charge of a member of the 
Women’s Liberal Association, who is called the Ward 
Secretary, and with whom rests the responsibility for her 
own particular district. As the conditions under which 
the work has to be done vary in every Ward, and each 
candidate has his own special characteristics, and each 
Secretary her own individuality, which leaves its 
mark more or less upon her work, it is clear there cannot 
be uniformity of methods throughout the city. This is 
neither possible nor desiraple ; but the following may be 
taken as the plan which on the whole has been followed in 
the last few years :—If the candidate be one who is, in the 
opinion of the Women’s Liberal Association, worthy of 
support, the Secretary writes to him to offer the help of the 
Association in his election, and asks to be supplied with 
canvass books, containing the names and addresses of all 


the women voters. When she receives these she summons 
a meeting, inviting to it the more intelligent and active 
of the members living in the Ward. Among these the 


work is portioned out and the books distributed, each 
worker taking, as far as possible, the district with which 
she is most familiar. Conversation then takes place on the 
general aspects of the situation. Points to be noticed and 
dwelt upon in the canvass and points to be avoided can be 
discussed, and the ever-necessary cautions given that 
nothing may be done which shall infringe even the spirit of 
the Corrupt Practices Act. A similar meeting is again 
called when the canvass is complete. From the books, 
it is gasy to ascertain how many women are safe 
and need no further attention, how many are doubt- 
ful, and will require to be looked after on the polling 
days. A list can also be made of tke sick and shy, 
who require to be fetched to poll in a covered conveyances 
It is most desirable that the canvassers should feel them- 
selves responsible for their own women, and that they should 
before giving up their books have accounted satisfactorily for 
every single name. There will always in every district be a 
few captious ones to whom it may be necessary to send the 
secretary or one of the candidates, and there are still many 
who persist in saying that they neither know nor care 
anything about the matter. These can only be noted down 
as requiring special attention and education during the 
coming year. In the intervals of their own work on the 
lling day, help was given by our women in several of the 
ards in keeping the register in the Committee-room and in 
looking up working men, whose engagements made it 
necessary for them to be fetched in a conveyance at some 
particular hour, or who were 80 half-hearted that they 
required the greatest persuasion to induce them to come at 
all. It is very sad to have to record the fact that after all 
the exertions put forth, the result of the elections was a loss 
of four seats to the Liberal party. This loss must not all 
be attributed to decline of Liberalism in the city. Various 
local causes combined this year to give an advantage to the 
other side. e "ai — a. 
In engaging in Municipal wor. ere are many poin 
er egi var careful thought. First, as to the choice of 
candidates. ‘This at present rests with the Men’s Com- 
mittees, except in two Wards, where women have been 
elected members of the Liberal 400. In other Wards the 
only choice open to women workers is to say whether they 
will or will not work for any particular candidate. But it 
is strongly felt that it might be very unpleasant to decline, 
and to give reasons for so doing, and that the better way 
would be to have some sort of co-operation in the selection 
of candidates. ‘This possibly may be accomplished before 
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long. Then, as to the division of work. At present’ 
probably there is nothing lost by having every woman twice 
called upon—once by the men canvassers and once by the 
women—but, as women voters become more conversant with 
public affairs and more used to exercising their vote, this 
double attention will become unnecessary, and some other 
arrangement must be made. The selection of canvassers is 
a most important point. They are agents for the Candidate, 
and may do a large amount of harm by injudicious methods 
of working. On the other hand, a competent well-trained 
band in each Ward might accomplish wonders by giving 
information—by urging the responsibility attaching to the 
possession of a vote, and by to set this public duty 
above all considerations of personal liking and interest. In 
every constituency there are men and women who 
decline to support their candidate for some small 
personal reason—he did not vote the exact sum of 
money they thought right for the Queen’s Jubilee celebra- 
tions, or he is unable to overcome jthe legal obstacles con- 
nected with the opening out of their street end, or he does 
not hold their icular view on some social question, so 
they will vote for the Tories. Women may with great 
advantage set themselves to put down this common practice 
of importing personal pique into public questions. Above 
all on the threshold as it were of their own political career 
they may render great service by their own example. 

If they are in the future to do good sound political work 
they must resolutely refuse to take offence, they must 
tolerate all opinions which do not clearly conflict with the 
principles on which they are working, they must be charit- 
able in their interpretation of the actions of others, and they 
must subordinate personal considerations to the public good. 
In Municipal work is to be found a wide sphere for the 
exercise of these virtues. The success of women’s political 
work in the future and its value as an education and train- 
ing for themselves depends to a large extent upon their 

wer to rise out of petty personalities and narrow views 
into a broad and generous conception of their work asa 
whole. 

recent years much discussion has arisen as to 

whether party politics should have any influence in 
Municipal Elections. The Tories loudly proclaim that such 
influence is injurious to the best interests of the city, and 
they now dub all their candidates Independents. The name 
is a great sham, for no members of the Council vote so 
rsistently with their party as do these o-called 
Tndapariienbs The position taken by the Women’s Liberal 
Association is this :—That it is a great advantage to have 
candidates chosen by the two responsible political parties, 
each putting forward its best men, and working to secure 
their return. It is difficult to see what body could take 
their place, and unless the selection were in responsible 
hands the door would certainly be left open to nomination 
by small cliques, or to personal ambition, and _ self- 
seeking. It is also strongly felt that men whose turn 
of mind leads them to choose Liberalism as a creed are the 
men whose presence in a City Council is absolutely necessary 
for the ageclepaiee of the true idea of Municipal govern- 
ment. Even here monopolies have to be put‘down, vested 
interests to be fought against, the claims of the whole have 
to be considered before those of the privileged few : education 
has to be made universal, efficient, and free, and brought 
under popular instead of ecclesiastical control; and the 
many aids to general intelligence, such as free libraries, 
ing-rooms, art museums, &c., require to be encouraged 

to the utmost. All this can only be done by men who have 
chosen the Liberal creed. The man who is afraid to 
give Home Rule to the Irish people is not the man 
whom we should choose to administer our own Home Rule. 
The conditions of life are constantly changing. The Con- 
servative who believes that whatever is is not only best but 
sacred and permanent is not able to deal with the new 
possibilities constantly arising. It is only the Liberal, 
whose faith obliges him to take advantage of each new 
opening, who can do it. He is always aiming, by alteration 
and improvement, to give expression to as much true 
advance as is possible and safe. John Morley says: “The 


habit of mind that is got by looking at political events from 
a Liberal point of view is the same habit of mind that will 
lead us all to new efforts in the social regeneration of our 
people, and we shall do best: by following the 
inscribed upon its banners, ‘Help to the w 
the strong, and justice to all.’” 


y who has 
, freedom to 


The uew Liberalism is something more than a thing of 
party ties. It is finely described, in an article in the West- 
minster Review, as “the political method which leads out of 
politics into religion in the highest and truest sense of the 
word ; the realization, in short, of the underlying brotherhood 
of humanity.” If any such spirit can be infused into our 
Municipal bodies, we may hope to see a great change come 
over our social condition ; and if our women can be induced 
to work in such a faith and spirit, their work will tend to 
elevate themselves, and will be of the greatest value to the 
community in which they dwell. 

A. W. 


IRELAND. 


“WE will make the place too hot for whoever takes it.” 
For these words John Fitzgibbon, of Castlerea, was sentenced 
to six months’ imprisonment by the Removables. The words 
were spoken of an evicted farm, from which the wretched 
tenants had been driven to the poorhouse. For having so 
much as been present when these terrible words were uttered 
Mr. M’Cormack, a brother-shopkeeper in Castlerea, was 
sentenced to four months’ imprisonment. Now look at the 
other side of the picture. Mr. Henry Cubitt, son of the 
Right Hon. George Cubitt, M.P., an ardent Coercionist, 
made a very remarkable speech to the Primrose Leaguers in 
Dorking, from which the following is an extract :— 

‘* They could make it very uncomfortable for anyone (laughter). 
He hoped it would not come to extreme measures, which were 
sometimes needful. The present was a great political crisis. Let 
his hearers look after the future occupants of the houses in the 
district. Fancy any people living in Mickleham who were not 
members of the Primrose League. They wanted to strengthen the 


League, and their hands must make the place too hot to hold new- 
comers who were not members.” 

The exact words, observe, for which Mr. Fitzgibbon and 
his townsman were sentenced to savage terms of imprison- 
ment, though spoken and heard under infinitely stronger 
provocation.— United Ireland. 


Canon KELLER was invited by the Executive to speak at 
the W. L. F. meeting at Manchester on Tuesday afternoon, 
December 3rd, and conveyed his refusal in the following 
interesting letter :— 

Youghal, 14th Nov., 1889. 

Permit me to sincerely thank you for your esteemed favour of the 
13th inst. enclosing the invitation from the Executive of the 
Women’s Liberal Federation. 

he aap mere oe the 1st to the er Desete taal be a 
lutely tied to this in consequence of the speci igious functions 
peculiar to thal pactod with us, which cannot be put off, and for 
which it will then be impossible to find a substitute should I absent 


myself, 

Probably next week will witness the renewal of evictions with us. 
There is scarcely a tenant now on the estate not liable to eviction. 
I have exhausted every human effort to avert the dreadful impendin, 
calamity. Every proposition we have made has been Fajectent 
because they say it savours of the ‘“ Plan of Campaign.” We have 
asked for arbitration ; it would not be listened to. The tenants 
desired to enter the Land Court—no, unless law costs and arrears 
are met. The Emergency men have destroyed a number of houses 
since the last evictions, we ask they should be repaired ; ‘‘ Plan of 
Campaign ” is the reply we get. 

The truth is they mean to evict, and nothing will stop them. — 

It will be a sad and anxious time for us here during those winter 
evictions ; but we have to face it. While they are impending I must 
stand the ground, for no one can foresee what pe happen, — 

Kindly offer my thanks to the members of the Executive, and 
believe me, 


Yours very truly and gratefull: 
oy wy Sb, Kattan, P.P. 


On Sunday last, Mrs. Samson gave a lecture on Dis- 
establishment, at the North Hackney Liberal Club, Church 
Street, Stoke Newington. There was a large and attentive 
audience. The lecturer reviewed the history of the Church 
from the Reformation to the present time, and dealt at 
some length upon the tithe system and its bearings upon 
Nonconformists. There was a lively discussion at the 
conclusion of the lecture, and some opposition was offered, 
which the lecturer suitably replied to. The proceedings 
terminated with a vote of thanks to the Chairman and to 
Mrs. Samson. 


Sm Gzorce TREvELyan’s proposal to establish an autumn 
Parliamentary session is received with much favour by 
Members on both sides of the House. 
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LOUISA MAY ALCOTT. 
To THE Epiror oF “THE Women’s GazeETrTeE.” 


Madam,—I am glad to see your notice of this delight- 
ful book. The author of “ Little Women” smiles from 
out the pages, resolute, loving, hard worked, and merry. 
Perhaps the Frenchman was right who said “ Le Génie 
cest la faim.” Certainly the bitterest poverty, the poverty 
that pinches near and dear ones, was Miss Alcott’s 
fiercest spur to exertion. But in the hardest of the 
struggle, she was able to recount her privations, and 
dauagh at them! The stockings that have an abundance of 
toe and no heels; the shoes that are profusely heeled but weak 
in the toes ; the treat (going to see Hamlet, with Booth in the 
title réle) that does not come off; and a hundred other 
privations, are so much food for her mirth. Money is hard 
to make, and the home needs are many, but the brave 
heart is high and hopeful; and Miss Alcott is already a 
famous and successful writer when she pens the witty “ Lay 
of a Golden Goose,” which is an agreeable mixture of two 
old friends, “The Ugly Duckling” and “The Goose with 
the Golden Eggs,” telling how ambitious goosey tried to 
soar, “ but always tumbled down;” how friends and 
neighbours snubbed, red, and despised ; how 

** She could not sing, she could not fly, 
Nor even walk with grace, 
And all the farmyard had declared, 

A puddle was her place ;” 
and telling also of the golden ange in her fortunes. A 
very inspiriting “ Lay” this of Goosey’s to every struggling 
and aspiring soul. Indeed there is a tonic in a mere 
glance at this record of a brave, busy woman’s life, I 
clip the following passages from a sympathetic notice of 
the book in the current number of the Publishers’ Circular :— 

Bronson Alcott was a man of great force of character, 
lovable temperament, wide reading, and distinctly philosophic 
cast of mind ; but, unfortunately for himself, and still more 
perhaps for those dependent on him, he never conquered the 
art of making ends meet. He was the intimate friend of 
Emerson, and the founder of the Concord School of Philo- 
sophy ; but he was often in debt, and his wife and children 
were scarcely ever free from financial embarrassment. 

The household burden fell suddenly on Louisa Alcott 
when still only a romantic girl of fifteen, and she used to say 
that one of the most memorable days of her life was a certain 
gloomy November afternoon, when she found herself sum- 
moned to a family council as to waysand means. As soon 
as she realised the true position of affairs, she gallantly deter- 
mined to do her best to retrieve the family fortunes; and it 
is scarcely too much to assert that the whole of her subse- 

uent life was spent in that arduous but finally successful en- 
Aeeveay. Nevertheless, she did not, when thus confronted 
with the prose of life, abandon its poetry, for she tells us 
herself —“ About that time,in browsing in Mr. Emerson's 
library, I found Goethe’s ‘ Correspondence with a Child,’ 
and at once was fired with a desire to be a Bettine, making 
my father’s friend my Goethe. SoI wrote letters to him, 
but never sent them; sat ina tall cherry-tree at midnight 
singing to the moon, till the owls scared me to bed ‘ 
left wild flowers on the doorstep of my ‘ Master,’ 
and sang Mignon’s song under his window in very bad Ger- 
man. Not till many years later did I tell my Goethe of m 
early romance, and the part he played in it. He was muc 
amused and begged for his letters, kindly saying he felt 
honoured to be so worshipped. The letters were burnt long 
ago, but Emerson remained my master whilehe lived, doing 
more for me—as for many another—than he knew, by the 
simple beauty of his life, the truth and wisdom of his books, 
the example of a great good man, untempted and unspoiled 
by the world which he made better while in it and left richer 
and nobler when he went.” There are many glimpses of 
Emerson, and other members of the Transcendental School 
in these pages, but we must content ourselves by quoting 
this touching account of her father’s last interview with the 
man whom, as girl and woman alike, she always thought 
of as her “ master.” ‘“ Mr. Emerson ill. Father goes to see 
him. Emerson held his hand, looking up at the tall, sorry 
old man, and saying, with that smile of love that has been 
father’s sunshine for so many years, ‘ You are very well, 
keep so, keep so.’ After Father left he called him back and 
grasped his handagain, as if he knew it was for the last 
time, and his kind eyes said, ‘ Good-bye, my friend !’” 

Yours, &e., 


M. L. 
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CHIT CHAT. 


Ear. Spencer and the Rev. W. B the rector 
Harlestone, Northamptonshire, have just “‘asued the thing 
annual report and balance-sheet of the co-operative farm es- 
yer mesg o some heel Spencer’s land near his seat at 

orp. e figures show a profit for the i 
of £33 98, P' year’s working 

THE Duchess of Teck and Princess Victoria have been 
down at Bethnal Green in ing themselves in the 
Oxford House mission, and other charitable work in that 
part of London. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN (says the Leeds Mercury London cor- 
respondent) has left the country without making any answer 
to the ap addressed to him in regard to the c of 
corruption which he brought against Mr. Gladstone. These 
a peal have not been confined to public speeches. The cor- 
respondent believes that several communications have been 
privately addressed to him on the subject, but they have 
failed to produce any response. However, the matter willbe 
brought batons Parliament when the House meets. 

A orear hit in its own day was “ the divine Williams” as 
a French critic’s pet-name for our Shaks But it has 
almost been surpassed by M. Filon in the Revue des Deux 
Mondes, who seems to think that Mr. Chamberlain is gener- 
ally known in England as “ le Boy from Brum.” 

TE London Socialists are said to have a legislative pro- 
posal in their minds which does not seem very practical. ey 
suggest that the hours of labour should be regulated by local 
opinion, subject to the final decision of tha Home 
or of a Minister of Commerce to be appointed for that and 
kindred purposes. It is impossible to regard this proposi- 
tion without reference to existing government officials, and 
it is to be feared that the final decision of any one of them 
would not savour much of the “local option” which they 
would be asked to rectify. 

A News Acency states that the audit of accounts promised 
by Mr. John Burns and the Wade Arms Strike Committee 
has been completed. From the commencement to the end 
of the struggle the total amount of money received from all 
sources was in round numbers £48,000, of which £30,800, 
or nearly two-thirds, came from Australia. The various 
British trades unions subscribed £4,000. There is a 
surplus of £5,000, in the disposal of which the committee 
will be guided by the general opinion of the subscribers. 
The only assistance given to ethars other than the dock 
and river men were several subscriptions to the Silvertown 
men, who struck at the same time as the dockers, and who 
might almost be considered riverside workers, and a donation 
of £100 to the tailors’ strike fund. 

TuE withdrawal of the London Road Car Company’s ’buses 
from the street on Sunday appears to have given rise to the 
impression that the men had already struck. The explana- 
tion is, however, that the Company temporarily suspended 
the running of the cars in order to enable the men to attend 
a meeting which the directors contemplated addressing on 
Sunday morning. This meeting broke up with cheers for 
the Company and officials. 

A correspondent writes to the Daily News: Some two 
hundred women marched up with the men from Silvertown 
on Sunday afternoon to take part in a demonstration in 
Victoria Park. This marks a new and most important fea- 
ture in the history of Trades Unionism—the Union of 
women with men for the common good. 

Lapy Butter (née Thompson) is painting a beautiful 
picture of an Irish eviction scene. She was deeply impressed 
by what she saw during the autumn. 

Lorp SALIsBuRY’s coming visit to Nottingham includes two 
lunches and one dinner. Also a visit to the Duke of Port- 
land at Welbeck Abbey. This is the annual Tory féte, and 
there is generally more toast-drinking than anything 
serious. 

Mr. Tuomas Loveu, who is to contest West Islington 
against Mr. Richard Chamberlain, presided at a ical 
meeting held last Saturday in the National League rooms in 
‘Westminster to consider how best to protect the Welsh far- 
mers against tithe impositions. 

A MEMORIAL ane being raised by the friends ' and 
admirers of the late Caroline Ashurst Biggs. Subscriptions 
should be sent to Miss Donkin, 17, Ladbroke-terrace, W., 
and letters suggesting forms of memorial or asking informa- 
tion to Miss Mordan, 15, Queen-square, W.C. 
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TO OUR READERS. 


WE are glad to be able to announce that arrangements have 
now been made with Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son for the sale 
of The Women’s Gazette at the Bookstalls of the principal Railway 
Stations. Any complaints should be sent to us 
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ENGLisH readers may wonder what is at the buttom 
of this wholesale boycotting of the Great Northern 
(Ireland) Railway line between Dundalk and Carrick- 
macross. At the recent fair in the latter town not a 
pig or a bullock entered one of the Company’s trucks, 
and not a hackney car solicited customers at the 
station. Live stock were driven to Kingscourt, a 
station on the Midland Great Western line, and not 
only so, but intimation has been given that no business 
will be done with commercial travellers from any 
quarter whose goods have been carried on the ob- 
noxious line. Here is boycotting with a vengeance | 
But what is all the pother about? It appears that the 
station-master at Carrickmacross has taken a house 
from which a Mr. Phelan was evicted two years ago 
for no other reason than that he had assisted the 
tenants on the Shirley Estate to take advantage of the 
Land Act. Mr. Phelan did not owe one penny of rent 
when he got notice to quit. He had spent between 
£500 and £600 on the house, and he had actually 
purchased, with the consent of his landlord’s father, 
then the owner, the previous tenant’s interest at a cost 
of £150. But with loyal unselfishness he came forward 
to help the poorer tenants in their struggle with their 
landlord. He was therefore selected as a peculiarly 
suitable object for the concentrated force of the 
landlords’ vengeance. The more he had to lose 
the more he could be made to suffer. So the 
landlord grabbed the tenant’s property. Mr. Phelan 
was evicted without a farthing of compensation. Now 
that a‘ prominent official of the Great Northern line 
has been found to share in the land-grabber’s spoils 
and to enter into the benefits of a property which, in 
all justice and equity,belong to Mr. Phelan, the people 
of Louth would be strangely unlike other Irishmen if 
they refused to stand by “the man in the gap.” 
Public companies are generally considered not to have 
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bodies to be kicked, but at any rate they have share- 
holders with pockets. Whether the prejudices of the 
shareholders against empty pockets will bring convic- 
tion of his folly to the station-master and common 
sense to the policy of the Directors remains to be seen. 


Tue second of the series of Women’s Gazette Pamph- 
lets and Leaflets has just been issued. It is a reprint 
of the article on ‘‘ The Needed Development of National 
Elementary Education,” by Mr. Atkin, Chairman of 
the Board of Managers of the Nottingham Evening 
Schools. The Women’s Gazette Leaflets and Pamphlets 
will be on sale during the Manchester meetings, 
together with some back numbers containing articles 
of special interest. 


Tux Conference which was held at Darlington on 
the 19th inst. is the second of the kind arranged in 
Yorkshire. It is, no doubt, owing to the energy of 
Mrs. Theodore Fry, and some of the energetic Secre- 
taries like Mrs. Edward Smithson that this lead has 
been taken in one particular county, but there is no 
reason why others should not follow suit. Lady 
Hayter is a strong supporter of County Conferences, 
and on her return from India would very probably be 
willing to organize one for Devonshire, Somerset- 
shire, and Dorsetshire, or other Southern Counties 
willing to join. Inthe Home Counties such a plan 
might be tried with great advantage. We doubt the 
wisdom of having one Conference for such outlying 
places as Southampton and Chatham. It would be 
better for these, though technically in the Home 
Counties, to join their neighbours and leave the metro- 
politan constituencies to consider their own particular 
troubles alone. None but Londoners know what 
London work means, and it is better for them to meet 
peculiar difficulties by suitable machinery. For this 
reason we long to hear of a well-organised Conference 
among the London W. L. A.’s 


Let us mention a few of the things to be thrashed 
out at such a meoting. First of all there is the 
appalling apathy. of Londoners arising from such 
things as Barnum’s Show and the Prince of Wales’ 
South Kensington Annuals. Who can make a 
Women’s Liberal Association meeting attractive with 
such rivals as these? Then there is the bugbear of 
removal which takes a man out of his old constituency, 
far more often than it does in the country. A work- 
man follows a job from Hampstead to Paddington. 
He is disfranchised. If he moved the same distance 
in Sheffield or Leeds he would only alter his diviston 
instead of altering his borough and he would claim a 
vote still, The London Associations are struggling 
against these difficulties but they would be greatly 
helped by a Conference and we wish some leading 
Liberal women would make the attempt. 


On the 28th inst. a Conference of London Liberal 
Women wili be held under the auspices of the South 
Kensington Women’s Liberal Association. This is a 
step in the right direction, but the discussion is con- 
fined to Professor Stuart’s proposed reforms for London. 


NOTICE RELATING TO MEETINGS IN 
MANCHESTER, DEC. 3 AND 4. 
Secretaries are requested to apply for Tickets for 
the Reception and Conference to Mrs. Newton, Hon. 
Secretary, Local General! Committee National Reform 
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Union, Haworth’s Buildings, Cross Street, Manchester, 
or to the Secretary of the W. L. F., 23, Queen Anne’s 
Gate, London, 8.W. 

Each ticket for the Reception admits ong person 

only. 
The tickets for the Conference admit to the Com- 
mittee Room and Library of the Memorial Hall. 
These will be open from 10 a.m. till 10 p.m. on Dec. 
Srd and 4th, and will serve as a Club for the use of 
members of W. L. A.’s. 

A full programme is being issued giving de- 
tails of the arrangements for the meetings, with list 
of restaurants and other information which will be 
found useful for strangers in Manchester. 


PROGRAMME OF THE CONFERENCE. 


Turspay, Dec. 8rd, 11 a.m. to 1.80 p.m.—Opening 
address by Mrs. C. E. Schwann, President North 
Manchester Women’s Liberal Association. The 
Unutilized Strength of Women, Mrs. Newton (West 
Manchester). The practical working of a Women’s 
Liberal Association from a Secretary’s point of 
view, Mrs. Tillyard (Cambridge). Women’s Liberal 
Associations as an educational force, Mrs. Theu 
(Southport). Two practical ways in which Women’s 
Liberal Associations could help each other, Miss 
Thorburn (Liverpool). Non - political work for 
Women’s Liberal Associations, Miss Abraham 
(Fulham). Discussion 

Wepnespay, Dec. 4th, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.—Opening 
address. The Political Evolution of Women, Miss 
Bully (Manchester). Women Suffrage, Miss 
F. Balgarnie (London). Women Suffrage, as a 
Plank in the Liberal Platform, Miss Ryley (South- 
port). A Woman’s Plea for Women Suffrage, Mrs. 
Pilling (Accrington). Discussion.—2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Opening Address : Women’s Work in the Temper- 
ance Cause, Dr. Kate Mitchell, (London); Discussion. 
Free Trade, Mrs. Tomkinson (Tarporley); A Free 
Breakfast Table, Mrs. J. Bamford Slack (Ilkeston). 
Discussion. 


In consideration of the large number of Liberal 
women expected to attend the Manchester meeting, 
there will be a special number of the Women’s Gazette 
published on the 30th inst., for sale at Manchester 


during the week. Signed articles by well-known © 


Liberal workers will form a prominent feature in the 
number. 


BRISTOL WOMEN’S LIBERAL ASSOCIATION. 
To tHe Eprtor or * THE WomMEN’s GAZETTE.” 


My dear Madam,—“ West Bristou Liperau Associa- 
TIoN.—At a special meeting of the 250, with the President, 
Mr. Josiah Williams, in the chair, Mrs. Perry was chosen as 
one of the eight representatives to attend the annual 
gathering of the National Liberal Federation on December 
3rd and 4th; and it was resolved to recommend the Central 
Committee to elect Mrs. Swann to accompany Mrs. Perry 
‘as representing the Women’s Liberal Association.” 

The above is an extract irom the Bristol Mercury, dated 
November 13th, 1889. I shall be glad if you will kindly 
insert it as showing the friendly relations existing between 
the Men’s and Women’s Associations in Bristol. ~ 

Faithfully yours, 
Louisa Perry, 
Hon. Secretary. 


Mrs, ALFRED ILLINGworTH offers to take five shares in 
the Women’s Gazette Company, in addition to those she 
already holds, if 20 other ladies will do the same. Several 
others have already promised. 


IRELAND. 
(From tae “ Norraampron Dairy Reporrer.”) 


When Erin’s sons began to toil 
On barren rock, or mire land, 

They carried seaweed, sand and soil, 
And soon ’twas christen’d “ hire” land. 


They drain’d the bog, redeem’d the waste, 
Manured with sweat the drier land ; 

The landlord each improvement traced, 
And rais’d the rent ;’twas “ higher” land. 


Their greedy grip would grasp the whole, 
Evict the son from th’ sire land ; 

Do deeds that Russia spared the Pole, 
Till they’ve to “ deal with Ire-land.” 


The people’s toil improved the soil 
(If not—through the entire land— 
Why higher rents ?), the people’s toil 
Made “ vested rights” in Ireland. 


They cabins built, wherein they dwelt, 
Rack-rented by a higher hand ; 

Who batters down the huts they built, 
Or bayonets them in Ireland. 


If this is so—and is it not ? 

No wonder we've a fire fann’d 
In each true Irish patriot, 

Who wails the weal of Ireland. 


If brutal force must still coerce, 
Or “ absentees ” desire land, 

Let “ law and order ” ope its purse 
‘“‘ For land redeem’d ” in Ireland. 


If discontent ye would prevent 
’Mongst peasants who require land, 

Give back, in honesty, the rent 
Unjustly wrung from Ireland. 


Don’t vilify, and call them base, 
Nor deem each one a firebrand ; 

In battle—did they ere disgrace 
The flag ye flaunt at Ireland ? 


That “ flag that’s braved a thousand years 
_ On foreign coast or nigher land, 
Should wipe away—not cause—the tears 
Of striving, starving Ireland. 


Blame not the words of one or two, 
Whilst Justice ye deny her land. 
Think, what we Englishmen would do 

If treated as is Ireland. 


To them be blame, who cause the shame, 
The landlords’ greedy hire band, 

To Tory tactics—Balfour’s game ; 
To ALL who wrong poor Ireland. 


Kart or KINGsTHORPE. 


Wowen’s Trades’ Unions Provident League, Founded 15 
years ago by the late Mrs. Paterson, has for its object. the 
organization of Unions among working-women in their 
several trades, for the protection of their interests and 
for their maintenance in times of sickness and out-of-work. 

There are already about 7,450 members in these Unions 
which when once started are self-supporting. 

The expenses of organizing the Unions are, however, con- 
siderable, and the League greatly desires aid in extending 
them throughout the Kingdom. 


FLORENCE ROUTLEDGE, Hon. See. 
Ema A. Horyoaxeg, Assist. Sec. 
May E. Asrinam, Hon. Treas. 


Offices of the League :— 


Industrial Hall, Clark’s Buildings ; : , 
Broad Street, Bloomsbury, London. [A pvr.} 
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SOCIAL EVENINGS. 
To tHE Epiror or “THe Women’s Gazette.” 

Madam,—I should like to draw the attention of some of your 
readers to the advantages of introducing a social element 
into Liberal Associations. I do not mean holding social 
gatherings at the houses of individual members, as that has 
been and is being extensively done; but providing means 
for conversational and social intercourse between Men’s and 
Women’s Associations. ; 

This has been successfully done in our district (North 
Hackney). Last time we held a “Conversazione” at the 
Assembly Rooms, Church Street, Stoke Newington. 
Although it was an experimental meeting it proved an 
undoubted success. A number of members from each of 
our Associations (Men’s and Women’s) formed themselves 
into a Committee for the preliminary arrangements, and 
Sub-Committees were formed who undertook to superintend 
respectively the decorations, refreshments, and entertain- 
ment. We negotiated with several speakers, such as Mr. 
McCall, our President, Mr. Meates, our candidate, and Miss 
Macdonnell,the Secretary of the Women’s Liberal Federation, 
to give short speeches during the course of the evening ; 
our musical programme was well and ably filled by 
volunteers, professionals and amateurs, and our refresh- 
ments included tea, coffee, lemonade, sandwiches, pastry, 
cake, biscuits, &c. All these attractions we were able 
to afford a gathering of between three and four hun- 
dred people for the sum of 1s. a head, and we cleared our 
expenses within a few shillings, although in this instance we 
went to the extravagance of purchasing over a hundred 
yards of Indian muslin for decorative drapery, and we did 
not advertise either by posters or newspapers. 

We are now organising a second Entertainment on the 
26th inst., at the same place, and several of the neighbouring 
Associations have signified their intention of sending a num- 
ber of representatives to the gathering. This time we have 
taken an additional room (the Committee-room adjoining), 
= gee — ier eens Exhibition, an Exhibi- 

on 0 » Pri ngravings, d&c., Oil Painti 
Old China, and ‘Curiosities’ of Sarfous lind, induding 
Model of “ Balfour’s Maiden.” 

We have secured, among other speakers, Professor Stuart, 
M.P., and Dr. Sophie Bryant ; the speeches are to be limited 
. to 15 minutes each. 

Tickets are to be obtained of Mr. Collins, Secretary of the 
North Hackney L. and R. Association, 63, Dynevor Road, 
Stoke Newington, and we shall be glad to welcome visitors 
from all parts of London. 

As we have fewer organization expenses this time we hope 
to realise a small profit, but in any case we have proved from 
the results of our previous meeting that there is no better 
method for bringing together in friendly intercourse members 
who would otherwise have few or no opportunities of becoming 

uainted and of putting fresh life into our Association 
and bringing new blood into our work. I shall be glad to 


correspond with any of your readers desiring to “ go and do . 


likewise.” 
Yours faithfully, 
West Lynne, Louisa Samson. 
22, Paget Road, 


Stoke Newington, N. 


ELEMENTARY EDUCATION. 
By Mrs. LEonARD WoopHEAD. 


It is true that Education, since Mr. Forster’s Act of 1870, 
has made rapid strides ; yet it is not without its drawbacks. 
More must be done in order that the children may reap 
greater benefits. Owing to the system at present in vogue 
children leave school at a time when their education is 
really commencing. This can be proved from the Registers 
of any school, which will show that the upper classes are 
numerically smaller than the lower, and also contain a great 
proportion of half-timers ; in fact, in many schools the half- 
timers outnumber the full day children in these standards. 
As an example of this it may be mentioned a school in one 
of the poorest districts of one of our large provincial towns, 
where out of a class of Standards V., VI., VII. there are at 
present three full-time scholars. 


This half-time is the “ béte noir” of the teacher’s 
life, half-timers are taught with the day boys, have to do the 
same work, and have the same test applied tothem. This in 
itself is, to say the least, unfair to the children, without 
naming the teacher; the same work has to be gone over 
twice a day, thus the day boy does not reap the benefit of 
his full time attendance, and a half-timer after his exertions 
at the mill is not in a fit state for his work at school. 

It is plain that an alteration is needed. As soon as achild 
goes time his work at a full time school should end, and 
he should be drafted on to a half-time school, where he 
can stand the same chance of success as his fellow compe- 
titors. 

Under the present code, too, a child may go half-time at 
the age of ten. This is too soon; eleven years is quite 
early enough for a lad to be sent out into the world to earn 
his living. 

The system of separate half-time schools has proved a 
success in many places and greater results would be reaped 
if it were more fully carried out all over the country, where 
child-labour is required. 

A great deal has been said about the “ Evening Continua- 
tion Schools ” as a means for further developing education. 

The work done in these must be made to hinge on to 
that of the full-time school, so that the one may carry on to 
a greater extent what the other has not completed. What 
is wanted is pro-gression, not retro-gression. When a child 
leaves school now his education is understood to be at an . 
end, unless through his own or his parent’s wishes he can 
at a night school study those subjects which he finds 
necessary for the fulfilment of his duties, or for his own 
pleasure. At present this is optional, it ought to be made 
compulsory for one and all. As soon asa child leaves the 
day school he must be drafted on to the night class, which 
he must attend till he reaches a certain age, say sixteen, or 
longer, if desirable. 

Of course difficulties will arise before such a scheme can 
be brought to work, but not before it is done shall we see 
our boys and girls grow up what we want them to be— 
well-educated, strong-minded, high-principled men and women. 


WOMEN’S LIBERAL FEDERATION. 
23, QuEEN AnneE’s Gate, S.W. 


ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE. — On Tuesday evening, 
November 12th, a meeting was held for the purpose of 
hearing an address from Mrs. Bateson, of Cambridge, on 
“The Extension of the Parliamentary Franchise to Women.” 
The chair was taken by Mr. A. L. Reyner, J.P., who was 
supported by the President of the Association (Mrs. Hugh 
Mason) and other ladies.—The Chairman, in his opening 
speech, said that he held a somewhat neutral position on the 
question of Women’s Suffrage. He thought, however, that 
the one great argument for the franchise was that the 
bestowal of it did much to elevate those who were called 
tipon to exercise it. Many people said that women ought 
not to crave the franchise, because so many of them held 
Conservative opinions, and it was a great temptation for 
those who conducted the affairs of the Liberal Party to fall 
in with that opinion, but he was going to resist that 
temptation, and to say that women had a perfect right to 
have what opinions they choose, and, therefore, he would 
assist to help forward the question, trusting that free 
discussion would bring them to the side of progress and of 
justice.—Mrs. Bateson was then called upon to move the 
first resolution : “That in the opinion of this meeting women 
who pay rates and taxes should have the right to vote in the 
election of Members of Parliament.”—The resolution was 
seconded by Mrs. Hugh Mason, and carried.—It was also 
resolved that a petition be signed on behalf of the meeting, . 
praying the House of Commons to pass a measure of reform 
which would include all duly qualified women.—A vote of 
thanks to Mrs. Bateson for her able and instructive address, 
and to Mr. Reyner for his services in the chair, brought the 
meeting to a close. 

The annual meeting has been fixed for Monday evening, 
December 9th, in the Town Hall. Margaret, Lady 
Sandhurst, and Mr. William Summers, M.P., will speak. 

BIRMINGHAM.—On November 13th the first of a 
series of monthly discussion meetings was held. Mrs. A. 
C. Osler presided, and there was a attendance. Mrs. 
H.G. Reid and Miss G. E. Southall (Hon. Sec.) were ap- 
pointed to represent the Auxiliary at the forthcoming 
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"Manchester Conference.—Mrs. Fulford read a paper entitled 


“Women’s Work in Politics.” She said the Liberal party 
should receive our loyal and enthusiastic support, for it is 


the party which will bring about those reforms in which 
women are interested. In conclusion, Mrs. Fulford 
those present to obtain for themselves accurate information 
on the great questions of the day, and then by facts and 
ents to influence those around them in the right 
direction.—Mrs. Fulford’s paper, which was a very interest- 
ing one, was frequently applauded.—Mrs. Osler said that 
the wave of political progress now sweeping over the country 
was not without its dangers, and we must be careful to 
make this current of progress our servant and not our 
master. Women must not be too unselfish, and by helping 
their party too much become mere subservient tools; they 
must remember that their first duty is to raise the position 
of women to ahigher level than it has hitherto attained. 
Several other ladies took part in the discussion, and the 
meeting closed with a hearty vote of thanks to Mrs. 
Fulford for her paper.—Copies of the Women’s Gazette were 
afterwards sold, and members were encouraged to take in 
the paper regularly. 

BRADFORD.—A large tea meeting was held in Lister" 
hill’s Independent Schoolroom last Saturday night, under the 
presidency of Mrs. Alfred Illingworth, when an attractive 
programme of addresses, songs, and recitations was gone 
through to the evident satisfaction of a large audience. 
Councillors Walter Priestman, Empsall, Lambert, and 
Wright, Mr. Lowy, Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Byles, and various 
wocslisth contributed to the programme. 

The fortnightly general meeting was held last Monday in 
the saloon of the Mechanics’ Institute. There was an ex- 
cellent attendance. After the ordinary business was 
transacted, Mrs. Byles described some of her autumnal 
experiences in Ireland. 


CHELSEA.—At a meeting of the Women’s Committee 
on Nov. 5th, the following resolution was passed: “The 
Women’s Committee expresses its deepest sympathy with 
Father McFadden and the other Gweedore prisoners at the 
persecution they are at present suffering, and expresses its 
utmost indignation at the packing of the jury by the 
Government during the recent trials.” Father MacFadden 
acknowledged the message of sympathy with deep gratitude. 


CHESTERFIELD.—On Monday, the 11th inst., the 
annual gathering of the Chesterfield Women’s Liberal 
Association met in the Stephenson Memorial Hall. A 
public tea was provided in the large room of the hall, and 
between 700 and 800 persons were present. Later, a great 
public meeting was held in the same room, which was filled 
to its utmost capacity. Mrs. Bayley, the President of the 
Association, and wife of the candidate for the division, was in 
the chair, and amongst those on the platform were Lady 
Turney, Nottingham; Mrs. H. J. Wilson, Sheffield ; Mrs. 
Bradley, Miss Lee, Mrs. Councillor Marriott, Mrs. Harrison, 
Mrs. Higginbottom, Mrs. William Manlove, Miss Manlove, 
Mr. Kilbride, M.P., Mr. J. F. X. O’Brien, M.P., Mr. Thomas 
Bayley, the candidate; Alderman Higginbottom, J.P., Mr. 
W. M. Manlove, Mr. J. E. Manlove, Mr. John Catchpole, 
Mr. James Bradley, Councillor Mason, Rev. Father Meenagh, 
Rev. J. Gascoigne, Alderman Fairchild, Mr. W. E. Harvey, 
Mr. E. 8. Rowarth, Mr. H. T. Twelves, and Mr. G. M. 
Goundry.—Letters of apology were read from Sir John 
Turney, Nottingham, and the Rev. H. Baker, Clay Cross.— 
Alderman Higginbottom, J.P., then read the statement of 
accounts; and Miss Manlove presented an account of the 
work done by the Association during the year, which showed 
that meetings had been held in almost every part of the 
division.—The President, who was received with much 
applause, moved the adoption of the report, and urged every 
member to new energy during the coming year. She 
thanked the members of the Irish National League in the 
town for the great help they had given that day, and said 
that a bond of goodwill had been entered into that day 
between the English and Irish in the division.—A gentleman 
in the body of the hall seconded the motion, which was 
carried.—Mrs. H. J. Wilson, who had a hearty reception, 
and gave an excellent address, moved the following resolu- 
tion: “That this meeting recognizing the importance of the 
great educational work performed by the Chesterfield 
Division Women’s Liberal Association, and by the ‘T. P. 
O'Connor’ Branch of the Irish National League, commends 
these Associations to the Liberals of the division for their 
appreciation and support."—Mr. W. E. Harvey seconded 


the resolution, which was supported by Mr. J. F. X. O’Brien, 
M.P., and unanimously carried Mr. J. E. Manlove said 
that they should support Mr. Gladstone in his Home Rule 
scheme by returning Mr. Bayley at the next election.—The 
Rev. Father Meenagh seconded the resolution, which was 
supported by Mr. Dennis Kilbride, M.P., and 
unanimously ; and the meeting terminated with a vote of 
thanks to Mrs. Bayley for presiding. 

OLAYTON (Accrineton).—On the 18th instant a 
crowded public meeting of this Association was held, Mrs. 
Leese (President) in the chair. The platform was crowded 
with leading Liberals of the neighbourhood. After a stir- 
ring 8 from Mrs. Leese, her husband, the Liberal can- 
didate, addressed the meeting. He struck the true note on 
the Irish question, and was frequently interrupted with 
rounds of cheers. The political es were interspersed 
with vocal and instrumental music. Miss Orme spoke on 
the ag ar Mrs. Pelling on the Liberal programme, 
and Mr. Walter McLaren, M.P., on Women’s Suffrage. In the 
course of his remarks, he alluded to the recent words of Mr. 
John Morley, which he quoted from the Women’s Gazette, as 
to the political activity of women. The Gazette was sold in 
the after the meeting. The evening closed with the 
usual votes of thanks. 


CROYDON.—West Warp.—A meeting was held on the 
14th inst. at the house of Mrs. Grover, to hear a lecture on 
Home Rule by the Rev. C. J. Street. The meeting was a 
crowded one, and the address listened to with great interest. 
The lecturer treated the subject of Home Rule as a general 
principle and not as affecting Ireland only, and pointed out 
the happy results which had come from the granting of 
Home Rule to such places as Cape Colony, Australia, and 
Canada. A short discussion followed, and the proceedings 
terminated with a hearty vote of thanks to the lecturer and 
the hostess. ; 

A drawing-room meeting was held on the 18th. A paper 
by Mrs. Grimwade on “ Politics of the near Future” was 
freely discussed, the subjects pt dwelt upon — free 
education, free meals in Board schools, divorce, and the 
housing of the poor.—Strong approval was expressed of the 
resolutions recently passed by the London Liberal and 
Radical Union in favour of shortening the hours of labour, 
the taxation of land values, and payment of Members of 
Parliament, and it was hoped that the National Liberal 
Federation would, at their approaching Conference, give 
these matters their most serious consideration. 


DARLASTON.—The annual meeting of the Committee 
and Council took place in the Committee Room at the 
Public Buildings on Friday afternoon, October 25th. The 
President (Countess Tolstoy) presided, and amongst those 
present were Mrs. H. G. Reid and Mrs. Slater.—The Hon. \ 
Treasurer (Mrs. Belcher) presented the balance-sheet, and 
the Hon. Secretery (Miss Slater) read the annual report, 
which gave a good record of earnest work during the past 
twelve months.—The election of officers then took place,and 
afterwards Mrs. H. G. Reid expressed pleasure in meeting 
such a large and intelligent gathering of workers and gave an 
address.—Votes of thanks were accorded to Mrs. H. G. 
Reid for her earnest and eloquent speech, and to the 
Countess Tolstoy for her presence in the chair. The 
latter resolution was supported by Mrs. Reid, who remarked 
that the Liberal women of the Metropolis were greatly 
indebted to the Countess for her valuable and earnest work. 
The Countess having responded, a very successful and 
enthusiastic meeting was brought to a close. 


DARLINGTON.—Seventa Annuat Report.—tIn re- 
viewing the work undertaken by this Association during 
the past year, it is encouraging to find that the membership 
has increased, and now numbers somewhat: over 300. At 
the annual meeting in May, 1888, the delegates who attended 
on behalf of this Association were Mrs. Hancock (of London), 
the Hon. Secretary, and Miss A. Lucas. Several meetings 
had been held, at ali of which one subject was all absorbing, 
viz., that of Ireland and her wrongs. During the winter, 
sewing meetings were arranged for the making of garments 
for the distressed tenants on the Glensharrold Estate, Coun’ 

Limerick, and for the unfortunate people of Achill Islan 

Donations of money and materials were generously given, 
and four bales of clothing were quickly prepared. Appended 
to each article was a green card bearing a message of goodwill 
to Ireland. The annual soirée, held in March, was entirely 
successful. The speakers on this occasion were Mrs. Byles 
(Bradford), Mrs. Dale, Mr. Sydney Morris (York), Mr. Fry, 
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M.P., and others. The accounts show a balance of 
£1 13s. 6d. due to the Treasurer. 


DONCASTER.—The monthly meeting of this Association 
was held in the Co-operative Hall on the 12th, Mrs. Edgar 
presiding. There was a large attendance, it being the first 
meeting after the municipal elections.— Councillor Edgar 
proposed that the best thanks of the meeting be given to 
the ladies committee for their efforts to secure the return of 
the Liberal candidates.—Councillor Theobald seconded the 
proposition.—Councillor Armitage and Councillor Bell 
Be, bo the proposition, which was carried nem. con.—Mr. 

who was well received, proposed a vote of thanks to 
Mrs. Edgar for presiding. This was seconded by Mr. Treece, 
and carried.— a few remarks from Mrs. Nicholson, 
Mrs. Nettleton responded on behalf of the committee, and 
also proposed a vote of thanks to the gentlemen for their 
attendance.—This was seconded by Mrs. Andrews, and being 
carried and replied to, the meeting terminated. 

DEPTFORD.—On November 12th a meeting was held 
at the New Cross Hall, when addresses were given by Miss 
Florence ie and Miss Constance Naden on “The 
Political Duties of Women.” Henry Wagstaff, Esq., who 
occupied the chair, expressed his sympathy with the 
Women’s Liberal Association, and the hope that the efforts 
of women would lift politics toa higher level, and would help 
in the selection of men of high character to represent the 
people in Parliament, for such only could make good laws. 
He then introduced Miss Cap, es Constance Naden 
then read a paper in which she answered possible objections 
to the Enfranchisement of Women. A petition in favour 
of extending the franchise to women ratepayers was signed 
by the chairman on behalf of the meeting, and the proceed- 
ings closed with votes of thanks to speakers and chairman. 


FINEDON.—The Association in connection with this 
i held its first meeting for the season on Thursday 
evening, November 7th, in the Temperance Hall,which was 
well attended, jally by the women. The chair was 
occupied by the Rev, G. O. Parre, who made some practical 
remarks, which were afterwards referred to by succeeding 
speakers. He then called upon Mrs. F. B. Sharp, President 
of the Association, who made a few appropriate observations. 
Miss Louisa Wright, of Mansfield, followed in a thoughtful 
and interesting speech, shewing the necessity for women to 
take an interest in politics, and to educate themselves in 
Liberal principles, and the importance of pressing forward 
the question of woman’s enfranchisement. She also dealt 
with other important social questions, and instanced the use- 
fu'ness of women on School Boards and Boards of Guardians, 
pointing out that many of the questions which came before the 
notice of these Boards were such as women were eminently 
qualified to grapple with. She was listened to with the 
greatest attention and delight, and at the close a vote of 
thanks was gratefully accorded. 


' HAMPSTEAD.—0n Nov, 13, a social evening was tried 
and for the second time it proved a success, so that it is to 
be hoped evenings of this character will become an institution 
in the borough. The object of these evenings is to bring 
together all classes of workers for the Liberal cause in 
Ham . The meeting was held in the Drill Hall, and 
was completely filled with an interested company of young 
and old, of all classes.— After tea, Mrs. Maitland, M.L.S.B. 
Laie wre of the Association), briefly addressed the meeting. 

e first part of a short musical programme and a recitation 
were then given, and Miss Raven read a short paper on 
what she had seen and heard at the Marybro’ trials. At 
the conclusion of Miss Raven’s most intercsting paper the 
remainder of the musical programme was gone through, 
and another recitation given, and then 8. Figgis, Esq., the 
local Liberal candidate, rose to propose a vote of thanks to 
those ladies who had taken in hand the arrangements of the 
evening, he was also able to add some cheering remarks as 
to the of Liberalism in the borough; and at the 
conclusion of Mr. Figgis’ speech, the meeting dispersed. 


HORNSEY.—The first annual meeting of this Associa- 
tion was held on November 12th, Mrs. Sheldon Amos 
presiding. The report for the year and the financial 
statement were presented and adopted, and the officers and 
Committee ected, with the Countess of Aberdeen as 
President. An eloquent and powerful address was given by 
Mrs. Wynford Philips, in which she advocated the readjust- 
ment of the present system of Taxation, Free Education, 


and the establishment of Free Libraries. Mrs. Sheldon 


Amos referred to the need there was for women as in- 
spectors of factories where women were employed, and as 
matrons for prisons, Hearty votes of thanks were accorded 
to these two ladies, and after the reading of letters of 
apology for absence from the Countess of Aberdeen, Miss 
ane Cobden, and Professor Stuart, the proceedings ter- 
minated 


NORTH MEOLS.— The annual meeting of the 
Monterrorudag, Noiier' isi ta ake: Taverdl Rise 
Monday ing, Novem , in the Li 
iati coche; Chapak-alseck: Mrs. i President 
of the Association, occupied the chair, and there were also 

resent Mrs. E. J. Rimmer, Mrs. Elstub, Mrs. Callender 
Moss, Miss Houghton (hon. treasurer), Miss Evans (hon. 
secretary), Miss Rimmer, Mrs Butterworth, Miss Milne, 
Miss m, Mrs. Gaskell, Mrs. and Miss Evans (A 

Street), Mrs. Fraser, Miss Aughton, Miss Cauldwell, ; 
Cliff, Coles, Mrs Taylor, Mrs Royle, Mrs Jones, Mrs 
H. Kay, Mrs J. Kay, Mrs Sellars, Mrs Carruthers, Miss 
Bentham, Mrs Copeland, Mrs Bailey, Mrs Jackson, Mrs 
John Smith, Mrs Spedding, Miss Rigby, Mrs Morris, the 
Misses Southworth, Miss G. Rimmer, Mrs Rhodes. Mrs 
Griffiths, Miss Wilkinson, Mrs Spragg, Mrs B, Smith, and 
Messrs E. J. Rimmer, J.P., John McKerrow, J. Knowlson, 
W. S. Middleton, J. Gregory, J. Bailey, J. Evans (Ash 
Street), J. R. Batty, G. Eastwood, F. Sellars, and others. 
Miss Evans, hon. secretary, read an encouraging report of 
work during the year. Subsequently a meeting was held, at 
which the Rev. W. Elstub, pastor of the Co ional 
Church at Elstub, delivered an able lecture on “ Li Prin- 
ciples Historically illustrated.” Members wishing to be pre- 
sent at the reception in the Manchester Town Hall, on 
Tuesday, December 3rd, at which Mrs Gladstone will pre- 
side, can have tickets by applying early to Mrs. Callender 
Moss, 14, Dover-road, and Miss Evans, 26, Talbot-street. 


NORTH MANCHESTER.—The inaugural autumn 
meeting was held on the 15th inst. at the Rochdale Road 
Liberal Club. The proceedings began with a tea held in 
the large hall, which was filled. At the meeting which took 
place afterwards the chair was taken by Mrs. C. E. Schwann, 
Among those present were Mr. C. E. Schwann, M.P., 
the Rev. E. Stuttard, Mrs. Fielding, Mrs. Robinson, 
Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. Sudlow, and Mrs. M’Cormick, members 
of the Committee, and E. J. Lancashire, Hon. Sec.—-In 
opening the meeting, Mrs. Schwann said that as the 
National Liberal Federation would so shortly meet in Man- 
chester, and there would be an opportunity for them not 
only to still further strengthen their political faith but to 
discuss the matters which must surely affect all, she was 
glad that the women of North Manchester had come together 
in such great numbers, and so displayed an interest in the 
cause they all held dear. They would have further oppor- 
tunities of studying the principles of Liberalism besides 
that which would be given by Miss Macdonell, who ‘had 
kindly come to address them. LEarly in December further 
lectures would be given, notably one by Mrs. Bryant, who 
intended to speak on the question of Ireland, which, as an 
Irish woman, she would treat like a patriot. She advised 
North Manchester to follow the example of Norwich, where 
so late as last April a Women’s Liberal Association was 
founded by Miss Macdonell, and where members came in 
with such rapidity that it now had 1,400 on its books. As 
they believed the Liberal party could alone settle the great 
questions which embodied the highest good for all in a way 
that would be satisfactory to the nation at large, they should 
do all they could to strengthen it, and by forming and main- 
taining such an Association as this in thorough working order 
they would be so doing.— Miss Macdonell (Secretary of the 
Women’s Liberal Federation, London) then addressed the 
meeting.— Mr. Schwann, M.P.,inashort speech, thanked Miss 
Macdonell for her address. With a few such meetings as 
this they might hope to attain even a fuller strength than 
the Primrose League, because he believed that their objects 
were purer. He hoped tosee Lancashire awake and welcome 
that grand old leader, Mr. Gladstone, who would soon be 
among them. Let Lancashire take her old stand among the 
counties as the foremost in the advance guard of progress. 
—tThe following resolution was carried : “‘ That this meeting 
regards with horror and indignation the atrocities that are 
at present taking place in Crete and Armenia, and draws 
the attention of Her Majesty’s Government to the subject, 
in the hope that they will bring pressure to bear on the 
Turkish Government with a view to the suppression of such 
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savagery and the punishment of its perpetrators.” A copy 
of this resolution was to be fo ed to Lord Salisbury, 
Mr. Gladstone, and the Members of Parliament for 
Manchester. 


NOTTINGHAM.—Rosix Hoop Warp.—The third 
annual meeting was held at the Women’s Dining Hall, 
Heathcote Street, on November 12th. The President, Mrs. 
Brownsword, took the chair. There was a very large attend- 
ance. The annual report was submitted and adopted. 
Mrs. Brownsword was re-elected President, and Mrs. Green 
hon. sec. and treasurer, and a committee of 16 was 
appointed. It was resolved to oppose the suggestion to 
reorganise the Nottingham Women’s Association on divi- 
sional lines, and also to express to the Ward Committee the 
desire of the meeting for women voters to be represented 
upon it.—Addresses were delivered by Mrs. Cowen, Coun- 
cillors Brownsword and Hill, and Messrs. W. H. Farmer, 
J. A. H. Green, and Douse. A musical programme was 
also contributed. The gathering was one of the most suc- 
cessful since the formation of the Association. In future 
the meetings are to be held in the Ward. 


NORTHUMBERLAND, DURHAM, AND YORK- 
SHIRE.—A Conference was held in the Lecture Hall, 
Trevelyan Hotel, Darlington, on 19th Nov. At 11.30 a.m. 
the chair was taken by Mrs. Theodore Fry, President of the 
Darlington Women’s Liberal Association. The following 
subjects were then discussed: The desirability of hearty 
co-operation of Women’s Liberal Associations with Men’s 
Liberal Associations, with suggestions for promoting it, 
opened by Mrs. E. Smithson, Hon, Sec. York Women’s 
Liberal Association ; the desirability of educating boys and 
girls together from infant to adult stage, opened by Mrs. 
MacRoberts, member of Leeds Women’s Liberal Association ; 
Canvassing, opened by Mrs. Dale, Vice-President of 
Darlington Women’s Liberal Association ; Women’s Suffrage 
in relation to the Women’s Liberal Federation, opened by 
Mrs, Theodore Fry ; the importance of interesting our girls 
in politics, opened by Mrs. Taylor, of Great Ayton, member 
of Middlesborough Women’s Liberal Association; Liberal 
work in county districts, opened by Mrs. Nettleton, Hon. 
Sec. Doncaster Women’s Liberal Association; entertain- 
ments and social gatherings, opened by Miss Hopkins, 
Hon. Sec. Scarborough W.L.A.—A public meeting was held 
in the evening, which was a great success.—Mr. and Mrs. 
Theodore Fry received the delegates to tea at Woodburn 
from six to seven o’clock.—We shall print a full report in 
our next. 


PLYMOUTH. — The Committee of the Plymouth 
Women’s Liberal Association have organized a weekly 
working meeting to make clothes for the poor evicted Irish 
tenants. The first meeting was held on Thursday, 14th 
inst., at the hon. sec.’s house. About 20 ladies were present, 
and a busy and pleasant evening was . Aninteresting 
book, on the state of affairs in Ireland, “The Resident 
Magistrate,” was read aloud. The Committee hope to have 
a bale of clothes to send to Ireland before Christmas. 


READING.—At the invitation of the Minster Ward 
Liberal Committee, a meeting was held under the auspices 
of this Association on Wednesday evening, November 13th. 
Miss Monck, the President of the Association, occupied the 
chair. Among those present were :—The Hon, Ashley and 
Mrs. Ponsonby, Mrs. Day, Mrs. Chesney, and Mr. A. C. 
Morton, the newly-elected Member for Peterborough. The 
Hon. Mrs. Ponsonby gave an account of her recent visit to 
Ireland, describing the misery and cruelty of evictions she 
had witnessed. The one thing needed for Ireland, she felt 
convinced, was Home Rule, and she urged that it was their 
duty to educate the electorate of this country that when the 
moment came for the verdict to be given the nation might 
exclaim, with no uncertain voice, “ Justice and reparation, 
Home Rule to Ireland.” The meeting concluded with a 
cordial vote of thanks to Miss Monck, Mrs. Ponsonby, and 
the speakers; after which there was a torchlight procession 
in honour of Mr. Morton’s victory at Peterborough. 


REDRUTH (Ware Rose Unton).—On the 11th inst., 
Mr. Conybeare, M.P., was entertained to a supper by the 
members of the White Rove Union in the Radical Hall, 
Redruth, when the opportunity was also taken to make him 
a presentation. There was a attendance.—Supper 
having been partaken of, the Chairman (Mr. John Thomas) 
gave “The Queen,” which was drunk with musical honours. 
—The Chairman then proposed “ Mr. and Mrs, Gladstone” 


and “Success to the Liberal cause.” — Mr. Tom 

Moore, C©.C., and Mr. G. Chellew responded. — 

Mrs. Dungey also responded on behalf of the White 

Rose Union, and presented a bust of Mr. Gladstone 

to Mr. Conybeare. It bore a bronze plate, upon which was 

inscribed the words: “ Presented to Mr. Conybeare, M.P., 

by the members of the White Rose Union of Redruth, on 
his release from Derry Gaol, October 4th, 1889. He that is 
born after the flesh persecuteth him that is born after the 
Spirit. Even so it is now.” Mrs. Dungey, in the course of 
her speech, referred more particularly to Mrs. Gladstone, 
who was at the head of the Liberal Federation of Women. 
Just as Mr. Gladstone visited prisons, attended law courts, 
and followed political prosecutions, so that he was able to 
bring home to the people of England the intelligence of the 
unscrupulous conduct of Bomba Ferdinand, so Mr. Conybeare 
had been able, through his unbaffled persistency, to bring 
home to the people of England the tyrannical, despotic, and 
vindictive conduct of Bomba Balfour. Turning to Mr. 
Conybeare, Mrs. Dungey said: The coincidence in the lives 
of Mr. Gladstone and yourself suggested the subject of the 
presentation, whilst the text which is part of the inscription 
was inspired by the deep sense we have of the difference 
between the actuating motives of those who “ eat the fat, 
use the wool, and rule with vigour and force” and your 
purpose, whose aim it ever is “to help the oppressed and 
deliver them out of the hands of those who served themselves 
of them.” The song, with chorus, commencing ‘“ And have 
they fixed the when and where that Conybeare shall die,” 
was then heartily sung, and when Mr. Conybeare rose to 
reply he was enthusiastically received—Mr. Conybeare 
seemed quite overcome with the kindness shown to him, and 
at times he was hardly able to proceed with his speech, so 
greatly was he affected. Mr. Conybeare ended by speaking 
of the characteristics of Mrs. Gladstone, and entered upon 
a long dissertation to show how the position of the women 
of England might be improved. He concluded by proposing 
the toast of “The Whité Rose Union.”—Miss Hicks 
replied, and explained the working of the White Rose Union. 
—After several other speeches and songs the meeting 
closed. 


SOUTHPORT.—A tea meeting, promoted by the ladies 
connected with the above Association, was held on Monday, 
November 11th. Mrs. Lawson Booth presided, and gave an 
address on “ Women and Politics.” Miss Wiibbe and Mrs. 
Teschemacher then gave a lecture on the Evictions on the 
Olphert Estate, illustrated by lime-light views, lent by Miss 
Conybeare, and shown by Mr. Marsden. The scenes of 
wretchedness and misery thrown on the screen were received 
with many sympathetic expressions from the audience. 
Councillor Threlfall proposed,and Rev. R. Rimmer seconded, 
a motion condemning the conduct of the Government at the 
late Maryborough trials. The proceedings terminated with 
songs and music. 

SKIPTON.—TheSkipton Liberal Association a short time 
ago took steps to learn the opinion of Liberal ladies of Skip- 
ton and district regarding the proposed establishment of a 
Women’s Liberal Association for the Skipton Parliamentary 
Division. A number of ladies having signified their willing- 
ness to assist in the formation and to become members of 
such an Association, the whole question was considered at a 
Conference held in the lecture room of the Skipton Temper- 
ance Hall on Tuesday afternoon. The Conference was 
attended by Mrs. W. P. Byles and Mrs. A. Illingworth 
(Bradford), Mrs. W. Illingworth (Newfield Hall), Mr., Mrs. 
and Miss Dewhurst (Aireville), and a large number of 
representatives from various parts of the division. Mr. 
Dewhurst was unanimously called to the chair, and the 
proceedings throughout were marked with much warmth 
and enthusiasm. An excellent impression was made, and, 
judging from the political spirit displayed by the large 
number of ladies present, the nucleus of a useful and vigor- 
ous Association was formed, an Association which in all 
probability is destined to make itself felt in the Skipton 
Parliamentary Division.—Mrs, A. Illingworth, who was 
cordially received, acknowledged her welcome, and then 
proceeded to forcibly point out the advantages of a Women’s 
Liberal Association. The Liberal women of the Ski 
division, she said, were most favourably situated for forming 
an Association, and she brought these out in’ 
contrast when she narrated the difficulties the women 
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of Bradford had to encounter when they formed an 
Association. The Bradford Women’s Liberal Association 
started only three years ago with 17 ladies, but it had 
developed into an Association of which they were now 
excusably proud. They were doing the work from pure love 
to Ireland, and to help on the great work of Taberalism. 
She read a letter from her husband in reply to an objector, 
in which Mr. Illingworth said he did not object to the exist- 
ence of the Primrose League, what he objected to were the 
unfair methods to which it descended. In conclusion, the 
speaker gave valuable information as to the working of a 
Women’s Liberal Association.—Mrs. Byles said important 
as such an Association was in a large borough, she 
said it was still more so in a vast constituency 
like the Skipton Parliamentary meena ee W. 
Illingworth proposed that a Women’s Liberal Association 
be formed A the Skipton Parliamentary Division. She 
bore very striking testimony to the great utility of such an 


Association, both from an educational point of view, and as" 


an effective electoral pioneer in the district, assuring her 
hearers that a Women’s Liberal Association was one of those 
things which if they put their hands to they would never 
regret doing so. By stepping, at a great political crisis like 
the present, into a more public arena than their home life, 
women, she said, did not lose one bit of their womanliness ; 
in fact it was improved by the sacrifice they made to obtain 
redress for their down-trodden suffering sisters in Ireland. 
She gave other equally weighty reasons why the Liberal 
women of Craven ought to rally round such an Association, 
and in moving that it be established she wished it evéry 
success.—Miss Ada Farey seconded the motion, which was 
carried with applause.—Mrs. Dewhurst moved a resolution 
to the effect that a provisional committee and secretary be 
appointed to enrol members and formulate rules for 
submission to the next meeting.—Mrs. Knowles seconded 
the motion, which was also carried, a provisional committee 
being forthwith named.—Miss Dewhurst and Miss A. Farey 
became provisional joint secretaries.—Mr. G. M. Robinson, 
Liberal agent, proposed a vote of thanks to the ladies who 
had come to explain the aims and methods of a Women’s 
ae Association, which was seconded by Mr. W. H. 
wson. 


SPALDING.—On the 15th inst. a social tea was 
arranged in the Lecture Hall of the Christian Association. 
After tea Dr. Kate Mitchell delivered a telling and inspirit- 
ing address on “ Women’s Suffrage,” and closed her speech 
by proposing a resolution, “That in the opinion of this 
meeting it is desirable that the Parliamentary Franchise 
should be extended to duly qualified women.”—The resolu- 
tion was ably seconded by H. Watkinson, Esq. (Conserva- 
tive), and carried unanimously, minus a few neutrals.—The 
usual vote of thanks to the Chairman closed a successful 
meeting. The platform was prettily decorated with chrysan- 
themums, sduveiba, and fairy lights. 

VENTNOR.—The Association had its ordinary meet- 
ing on Friday, November 15th, when 14 new members were 
elected, which shows that the Liberal ladies of Ventnor 
mean business. Messrs. Gibbs, Bull, Ryan, Cater, Baker, 
and Edward Vincent were present at the meeting. The 
speeches made were principally on the subject of the coming 
County Council election, and the two candidates present 
enlightened their fair audience as to their views. Miss A. 
Babington, of 50, Via Castelfidardo, Rome, has lately joined 
the Ventnor Women’s Liberal Association, and was on Friday 
last unanimously elected an honorary vice-president. Miss 
Kent has undertaken the office of Secretary. 


WEST ISLINGTON.—On the 4th inst, Miss Monica 
Mangan (Hon. Sec. Women’s Committee International 
Arbitration and Peace Assoziation) gave a most interesting 
address on War and Arbitration. Miss spoke of 
the great work the I. A. P. A. has done abroad through the 
untiring efforts of its able and energetic chairman, Mr. 
Hodgson Pratt, who has founded kindred societies in France, 
Belgium, Germany, Hungary, Italy, &c. In Italy the 
success of this movement has been quite remarkable. 
Miss Mangan concluded by showing how much women could 
do both at home and abroad to help on the great cause 0 
important to progress, and urged on all present to neglect no 
opportunity of so doing. 


.VEN.—Besides the meetings reported in our 
last issue there were excellent ones held at Cleator Moor on 
the 5th inst., and at Egremont on the 6th, both addressed 
by Miss Chapman. At Whitehaven, sewing meetings began 
on the 21st inst., a generous friend having given some 
material which will be made into skirts for Irish girls. 

YORK.—On November 15th, the Rev. J. Hirst Hollo- 
well, Chairman of the Nottingham School Board, lectured 
in the Victoria Hall on “The Education of Boys and Girls ; 
how the Women of England can best aid it,” to a good 
audience, of which nearly half were men. The meeting had 
been arranged by the W.L.A. for the express purpose of 
discussing the present educational situation in the city. 
The platform was occupied by a number of ladies and 
gentlemen well-known as interested in education. The 
proceedings began by an admirable address from the Chair- 
man, Mr. Joseph Rowntree. The acceptance by the School 
Board majority of the Church Extension Society's offer to 
defray the cost of one of their schools on condition that its 
management should be handed over to the Society was 
trenchantly characterised as follows: “'The chamber in which 
the School Board met was the scene of a strange auction. 
The bid made was a high one—£8,000. It was only the 
welfare of a few hundred children that was at stake. Why 
not close the bargain at once? The minority of six asked 
for delay, but this was deemed unnecessary, and the children 
were knocked down to the Church Extension Society. 
Happily, the sale cannot be completed without the assent of 
the Department, and I apprehend it will not be long before 
this transaction is proved to be illegal as well as discreditable.” 
Arguments followed which proved how small an amount 
would be taken out of the working man’s pocket by a School 
Board rate, and how completely overbalanced by the superior 
education given in Board Schools and by the smaller fees 
charged. The main features of Mr..Hollowell’s eloquent 
and powerful lecture which fcllowed, so far as they are 
generally interesting to women, were well summarized in 
the report of a similar one given by him lately in Nottingham, 
and published in the Women’s Gazette. It contained in 
addition a lucid and instructive statement of the case for 
Board versus Voluntary Schools, carefully illustrated by 
figures from Government returns. After contending that 
nothing was more detrimental to the question than taking a 
parsimonious view of it, he advised them to run two Liberal 
ladies at the next election; he believed they would get in, 
He advised that in the first place the education question 
should be made pre-eminently a women’s question ; 
when it was made a women’s question it would speedily 
become a city question; and when it became a sity 
question it would never again become a clerical question, 
After several quotations from certain catechisms for children, 
issued by the Church Extension Association, he urged all 

resent, in the course of an eloquent peroration, to help the 
Rchool Board minority to stand firm, and he believed that 
before long the victory would be with them.—A resolution 
was then moved by the Rev. Josiah Mee, “ urging the York 
School Board to proceed without delay to the establishment 
of the necessary schools, and not to hand over to any private 
society the duty of providing for the education of the children 
of York.”—This was seconded by Mrs. J. Edmund Clark, 
who, in a dexterous and telling manner, summarized some of 
the main arguments both of Chairman and Lecturer.—It 
was supported by Mr. E. T. Wilkinson, Barrister-at-Law, 
and carried unanimously.—A vote of thanks to Mr. Hollo- 
well was moved by Mr. Bellerby, President of the Liberal 
Association, and seconded by Miss Anna Wilkinson in a 
witty speech, in which she advocated the teaching of cookery 
to girls in schools, not merely on the usual ground that they 
would thus be enabled to cook good dinners for their hus- 
bands, but that they might cook such for themselves, which 
she regarded as of equal importance. 


In the account of the Bristol meeting, which appeared 
in our last issue, Miss Arabella Shore was reporter 
as present. Miss'{Shore‘ writes to us that this 1s 
incorrect.—En. W.G. 
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" Ee _In Pots, I/-) U6 
LADIES’ COMBINATION in Natural Wool, 88.; Merino, 5s, 6d., N EW L I FE AND VI G OUR * best ha aoa 
Pure Natural Wool Vests, 4*, 6d.; Very best warm Ribbed Vest, to the Deblitated Constvetion, eds unquestionably 


8s.; Children's soft Scotch Wool Combinations from 2s. 9d. ; an 
excellent article. Gents’ Kn'tted Vests and Pants. 


Screed egeeenig THORNTON | LOTION, 


tc est aa pie Sp as each 
The MED RINGWORM, BALD PATOHES ac, 
TREET, LONDON, W. 
52, OXFORD SI Pras N, In Bottles, 2/6 each post free. 
A. P. 
Prom A. P. TO’ : & pam, 96, 


KNITTED BELTS. KNEE CAPS. GLOVES AND HOSIERY. 


SANITARY KNITTED CORSET CO., NOTTINGHAM. 
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He PORear x MOST DURABLE 
TOILET SOAP, 
HENCE THE BEST & CHEAPEST, 


Mdme. ADELINA PATTI. | Mdme. MARIE ROZE MAPLESON. Mrs. LANGTRY. 
“T have found it matchless for the ss soe preserving the complexion, keeping the | _ ‘I have much pleasure in stating that I have 
and a skin soft, free from redness and roughness, and | used your Soap for some time, and prefer it to 


the hands in nice condition, it is the finest Soap | any other.” ) 
ADELINA PATTI, in the world.” (Signed) MARIE ROZE. LILLIE LANGTRY. 


Is SOLD EVERY WHERE in Tablets at 1/- each. Larger Sizes, 1/6 
and 2/6. (The 2/6 Tablet is perfumed with Otto of Roses), A smaller 
Tablet, unscented, is sold at 6d. ; but insist on having PEARS, as 
vilély injurious imitations are often substituted for extra gain. 


a I LD 
Printed for the Propristors by Tus SOUTHERN PUBLISHING ComPany, LiMiTED, North St., Brighton; and Published by them at 62, Fleet St., E.C. November 23, 1689. 


